Bronchopleural fistula after lobectomy for lung cancer.
Bronchopleural fistula after lung resection is a fatal complication. The aim of this study was to determine the risk factors for bronchopleural fistula after lobectomy for lung cancer. Clinical records of 767 patients who underwent lobectomy or bilobectomy for lung cancer in our institution were reviewed. Twelve patients (1.6%) suffered a bronchopleural fistula, of whom 5 died because of this complication (mortality rate, 41.7%). Multivariate analysis revealed squamous cell carcinoma, preoperative chemotherapy, lower lobectomy, and middle and lower lobectomy were risk factors for bronchopleural fistula. In such cases, particular care must be exercised to maintain blood flow through the bronchial stump during surgery, and reinforcement, such as stump coverage, must be employed.